
R A G H O T T A M  K O P P A R  @ Gadag

RETIRED soldiers in Shirol 
village of  Gadag district have 
come together to train youths 
who aspire to join the security 
forces and recent military re-
cruitment scheme, Agnipath. 
Their aim is to push more 
youths from the rural parts of  
Gadag into the Indian military 
establishments.

The initiative started with 
social activities in Shirol vil-
lage by the Youth Sainik 
Friends Association (YSFA), 
set up by retired soldiers. They 
started to train the youth for 
competitive exams but it came 
to a halt with the outbreak of  
the Covid-19 pandemic. From 
this year, a retired soldier Sid-
du Gajjari started free physi-
cal training for the rural youth 
who wanted to join the 
military. 

As this initiative got a boost 
from several associations of  
retired security personnel 
through social media, many 
youths from Haveri, Dharwad, 
Koppal and Bagalkot districts 
came forward for the training. 
Villagers are helping them by 
offering free accommodation. 
Meanwhile, Yachchareshwara 
Mutt seer has promised to pro-
vide them free lunch and din-
ner. As of  now, the trainees are 
arranging for food according 
to their trainer’s advise.

The aspirants are divided 
into two teams depending on 
their capabilities and the 
YSFA members are training 
them as per their require-
ments. Extra emphasis is be-
ing given to those who are a bit 
weak and need additional care 
so that they can prepare for 
the tough competition in the 
selection process. 

YSFA members said: “We 

found out that many candi-
dates from rural areas fail as 
they do not know how to pre-
pare for physical and written 
tests. Hence, we started this 
free training programme. We 
will soon start competitive 
exam coaching and seer of  
Yachchareshwara Mutt will 
arrange for experts to coach 
these aspirants.”

The seer said: “We will soon 
start free coaching classes. 
Many youths who want to join 
military services cannot af-
ford to stay in towns and get 
coaching. We are also starting 
free coaching for UPSC and 
KPSC and other competitive 
exams to give a platform to ru-
ral aspirants.”
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We had a fruitful discussion for the 2023 
elections. On every important issue, PAC meets 
frequently and takes collective decisions

KC Venugopal, 
AICC General 
Secretary
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Rahul attends state Cong’s 
first PAC meet in Hubballi

Aims to gear up the party for elections and chalk out poll strategy

P R A M O D K U M A R  V A I D Y A 
@ Hubballi

AHEAD of  the 2013 Assembly 
election, the Political Affairs 
Committee (PAC) of  the state 
Congress met here on Tuesday 
in the presence of  party senior 
leader Rahul Gandhi, who was 
in the city to take part in Sid-
daramotsava, the 75th birth-
day celebration of  CLP leader 
Siddaramaiah to be held in Da-
vanagere on Wednesday.

The 35-member PAC was 
constituted recently following 
a decision taken at the Udaipur 
Chintan Baithak and it met for 
the first time after its forma-
tion. AICC General Secretary 
(organisation) KC Venugopal 
chaired the meeting of  the 
committee, which has been 
formed to prepare the party 
for the election and chalk out 
the poll strategy.

After the meeting, Venugopal 
said, “We had a fruitful discus-
sion for the 2023 elections. On 
every important issue, PAC 
meets frequently and takes col-
lective decisions.”

He said Rahul appealed to 
the leaders to go aggressively 

against the misrule of  the BJP 
governments in the state and 
Centre. The leaders were asked 
to stand united and fight 
against anti-people and anti-
democratic policies of  the Un-
ion and state governments.

“We have to work for the peo-
ple and convince them that 
there will be a people-centric 
government in Karnataka. 
The party is chalking out pro-
grammes to address their con-
cerns. All leaders opined that 
Congress should fight united 
against the BJP governments. 

The meeting decided to drive 
out the corrupt government in 
Karnataka in 2023,” he added.

He said, “The leaders were 
asked not to air different opin-
ions inside or outside the party 
forum and not to discuss any 
internal issues in public.”

Asked whether the leaders 
were asked not to raise the 
leadership issue till the elec-
tion campaign starts, he said, 
“There is no leadership issue... 
no talk on that at all. As per the 
party’s policy, the MLAs and 
the leadership will decide on it 
after winning the election,” he 
said.

Sources, aware of  the meet-
ing details, said that Venugopal 
expressed his displeasure over 
party leaders’ out-of-turn com-
ments in public over the chief  
minister’s post and censured 
the leaders. Rahul, however, 
did not comment on the issue.

Senior leaders Mallikarjun 
Kharge, KH Muniyappa and 
AICC state in-charge Randeep 
Singh Surjewala did not attend 
the meeting due to personal 
reasons. Except for these, the 
majority of  the PAC members 
attended the deliberations.

First State PAC meeting attended by Rahul Gandhi, K C Venugopal, D K Shivakumar, Siddaramaiah and other leaders | EXPRESS

Military aspirants from 
rural areas get free training

Govt provides smartphones 
but forgets to recharge them
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Koppal

AS many as 1,850 government smartphones (mobile 
phones), provided to anganwadi workers in Koppal dis-
trict are already dysfunctional for want of  grants even 
to recharge them. 

As anganwadi workers discharge a vital role in en-
suring proper implementation of  various programmes 
of  woman and child development department such as 
addressing malnutrition, IMR and MMR, the State gov-
ernment provided smart phones to them in December 
2020. Anganwadi workers are supposed to update vari-
ous facts and figures of  these schemes to higher-ups 
almost every day. These smartphones are supposed to 
be recharged regularly by the government but for the 
past four months, they have not been recharged for 
want of  funds. 

Minister for Women and Child Development Halap-
pa Achar representing Yelburga assembly constituen-
cy in Koppal district maintained that grants for re-
charging government smartphones of  anganwadi 
workers are supposed to be ensured by the Union gov-
ernment. However, the State government is bearing the 
cost of  ensuring grants for the same. Grants have been 
provided to as many as seven districts in this direction 
and the same will be ensured to all other districts in 
due course, he said. 

The department director G Padmavati told TNIE on 
Wednesday that grants for Koppal district to recharge 
smartphones of  anganwadi workers have not been pro-
vided from past four months and it has been brought to 
the notice of  the department higher-ups. Anganwadi 
workers are in a fix when it comes to proper of  imple-
mentation of  crucial schemes with respect to the health 
of  expectant mothers and their post-partum period, 
besides that of  children. Anganwadi workers are not 
being ensured honourarium on a regular basis either, 
said an official of  the department. In all, the district has 
1,850 anganwadi centres and the same number of  work-
ers in addition to their assistants.

Rain: Woman 
dead, 20 houses 
damaged in  
Vijayapura dist
E N S @ Vijayapura

ONE woman died and over 
20 houses either fully or 
partially collapsed due to 
incessant showers in the 
district in the past 72 
hours.

55-year-old Jainabi N Si-
pai, a resident of  Hunshay-
al village near Devara Hip-
paragi, succumbed after a 
lightning struck her while 
she went for cattle grazing 
on the outskirts of  the vil-
lage on Wednesday. This is 
the first casualty reported 
due to rain this season in 
the district.

According to the district 
administration, an aver-
age of  16.38mm rainfall 
was recorded in the last 24 
hours in the region. Ta-
likoti recorded the highest 
rainfall with 35.6mm and 
followed by Bableshwar 
27.03mm and Sindagi re-
corded the lowest rain with 
9.3mm. A total of  20 houses 
have either fully or partial-
ly damaged due to showers 
in the last one week in the 
district. Among the total 
house damages, 15 houses 
have been damaged in the 
last 24 hours.

GREAT JOY TO BE IN 
KARNATAKA: RAHUL
Immediately after landing, Rahul 
shared his views about Hubballi visit 
on his social media page. “It is 
always a great joy to be back in 
Karnataka. The warmth & hospitality 
here is humbling. Look forward to 
interacting with the people of the state 
and learning from their experiences. 
The path to Karnataka’s prosperity is 
through progressive, people-centric 
policies. We are committed to bring 
that to the doorstep of every 
household,” he tweeted. 

Physical activity training on the outskirts of Shirol

We found out that many 
candidates from rural areas 

fail as they do not know 
how to prepare for physical 

and written tests. Hence, we 
started this free training

YSFA members

Traditional games were organised at Deshpande Skilling Centre in Hubballi  as part of Our  
Culture, Our Pride programme. | D HEMANTH 

T R A C K I N G
C O V I D - 1 9

DURATION OF PANDEMIC 
2 YEARS, 148 DAYS

L A S T  2 4  H O U R S
DISTRICT-WISE COVID CASES

Today: 2,136 Yesterday: 1,736
CASES REPORTED

Today: 98.72%
Yesterday: 98.72%

TALLY

DEATHS

POSITIVITY RATE

DISCHARGES

MORTALITY RATE

Today: 40,12,522
Yesterday: 40,10,386

Today: 11,185
Yesterday: 10,896

Today: 5.90% 
Yesterday: 5.91%

Today: 1,845
Yesterday: 1,699

Today: 2
Yesterday: 0

Today: 0.99%
Yesterday: 1.00%

ACTIVE CASES

RECOVERY  
RATE

�Bengaluru Urban 1,584
�Bengaluru Rural 30
�Bagalkot 26
�Ballari 31
�Belagavi 27
�Bidar 5
�Chamarajanagar 18
�Chikkaballapur 7
�Chikkamagaluru 4
�Chitradurga 1
�Dakshina Kannada 14
�Davanagere 14
�Dharwad 78
�Gadag 1
�Hassan 33
�Haveri 3
�Kalaburagi 36
�Kodagu 14
�Kolar 23
�Koppal 5
�Mandya 14
�Mysuru 71
�Raichur 27
�Ramanagara 3
�Shivamogga 16
�Tumakuru 23
�Udupi 12
�Uttara Kannada 9
�Vijayapura 6
�Yadgir 1 IF
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